This week I’ve started with the E100 – the challenge put out by the bible society to read the 100 essential readings of the Old and New Testament.
This week we’ve started with the bible’s beginnings....the Genesis of the story....

God’s creation – the story of Adam and Eve – the introduction of sin into the equation; God’s judgment and proclamation of a salvation plan....the corruption of humanity....God’s judgment and the story of Noah....that “cleansed” the earth of the corruptions that had quickly become part of our story and the endeavour to restart the process of populating the world with a righteous family.

Then after the flood, and the fresh start – humanity continued to move down the pathway of sin – selfishness and pride and who would usurp God and build a monument to their own power, ingenuity and resourcefulness....and God confuses the collaborative pride by causing the people to speak new languages and the people are scattered because they are now unable to communicate.
I found it interesting reflecting on other Bible parallels. Like; the Spirit giving people the ability to speak in different languages – but later on it is so people can understand the good news....like the Christians staying in Jerusalem and not fulfilling the commission to go into all the world and preach the good news – but having a holy huddle until God allows persecution to drive them away.

But today I want to talk about the Noah story.

We all know the story – and whether you believe it or not – and no matter how many documentaries are produced to confirm or refute the evidence of an ark on Mt. Ararat...one thing is for sure – Jesus is quoted to have used the example of the times of Noah....as is the writer of the Hebrews and the Apostle Peter.

Noah’s ark theme got a run at the movies in recent times with Evan Almighty – a good family film...so what message does it bring to us today? No matter how bad the storm is – there can always be a bright new day....some people might say at 500 when Noah started building the ark – which by the way he built for 100 years...that’s some big DIY...my grandfather was a carpenter and he lived at Ingham in QLD about 20 kms from the coast and in his spare time he would start projects – he build at least two boats in his back yard – one was so big that it needed a crane to get it out and when he finally launched it was too big for him....he sold it!
But Noah builds and ark nowhere near water – is ridiculed by his neighbours – he preaches to them about their lifestyle and an about God’s approaching judgment and he is ridiculed again – but he faithfully does what he is asked to do – and 600 he sets out on ocean cruise for more than a year with a floating zoo and his family....no electricity – no entertainment – nothing.....and just drifts until he is sure that it is safe to restart.

How would you have fared? Everything that you had ever known wiped away....having to restart...it would be easy to despair if it were not for hope.....and the anticipation of a better day.

A couple of weeks ago I was asked to give a metaphor for the current state of our church....I have been doing a bit of riding in recent weeks and  often ride along the edge of Duffy and Holder and Cotter road and see the beginnings of the new suburbs....I noticed how the hills that only months ago were covered in  grass are now barren and dirt....scrapped away by developers building the infrastructure. I am also aware that only 8 years ago these same hills were covered in pine trees prior to the devastation of the fires....then were a scar of burnt vegetation for some time....but over time the hills have begun to look different....and at the moment in the middle of change it all looks very ugly. But for people planning to build in these new areas there is the anticipation that something good will come....but we need to be patient....
Noah needed a lot of patience ....to complete the tasks that God had set him and to see the fulfilment of the promise. Often we want to see instant results because that is the type of society that we live in. But instant isn’t always best, just ask my coffee drinking friends. Even after the rain had stopped it was months before Noah was able to set foot outside....but he was patient and he trusted God.

Then when he finally was able to step into the new era, the very first thing he did was stop and give thanks to God; which pleased God and God made a covenant with Noah – signed with a rainbow.

Rainbow...the rainbow is a symbol of hope and the confirmation of a promise – and an unfounded hope – without a basis on which to place it – is more wishful thinking than a real conviction that help us through.

But there’s a rainbow at the beginning of the bible and one at the end. A rainbow resembling an emerald surrounds the throne of heaven in Revelation 4....
So more than the symbol of a promise – the rainbow is also synonymous with the presence of God – who is holy, who is just, and who loves, who is forgiving and compassionate. The rainbow reminds us God is there and has a bigger perspective....but shouldn’t be taken lightly.

The rainbow reminds us God’s promise and encourages hope.

Promise and hope are essential elements of our faith. Hope is more than wishful thinking – or an unlikely reality – hope is more than just a naive feeling....Christian hope is based on the foundations that God keeps his promises and he is a faithful and his love is unending for the whole of humanity for the whole of time...
It would be very easy the start the Old Testament at Genesis chapter 12 with the story of Abram...with God calling a specific group of people to be his adopted children on earth – however, the preface to the story gives it perspective and says something about our human weakness towards sin....but it is also shows us that from the beginning God has had a plan for the salvation of humanity that is much broader than one peoples in what was then something of a backwater for humanity.

Last week we talked about covenants and on setting foot on dry lands Noah made an altar out of rocks and killed off some of the “clean” animals – and gave thanks to God for saving his family...and God was pleased with his sacrifice – God liked his heart and makes a promise to not destroy the earth again through natural causes and places the rainbow in the sky as a symbol and a reminder of this promise – so that every time anyone would look at the sky they would remember that God is a holy and just God – but God also keeps his promises; and his promises of love and salvation remain true across the millennia. 
