This week we’ve been reading about the patriarch of the nation of Israel....Abram, Isaac and Jacob and their families..
It is essential to our understanding of the Bible story because it sets into place the building blocks for God’s plan of salvation that was to be fulfilled in the coming of Jesus – a descendant of Abram. 
After the first 11 chapters of Genesis with the beginnings and the problems that were encountered by selfish humanity – God makes the first steps towards a salvation plan.
Step 1: find someone who will listen and obey – someone who has faith – and make a nation from them from who the saviour will come.
So God chooses a wealthy young man from  Ur – merchant and an entrepreneur – a man of courage and conviction – a man of action....and calls him to leave everything he has and follow God into the unknown.
What’s the first thing you notice about this story?
Abram listened to God and did exactly what he was asked to do!!
How did Abram know it was God speaking if he had not already been a listener...recognising the prompting of the spirit?
Abraham is called the father of faith....but faith comes from hearing the message ....Romans 10:17...and the message is heard through the word of Christ....
Where did Abraham’s faith come from?
He had heard God speaking – and something deep inside him knew that it was God....and he chose to live by the promptings of the spirit – even if it meant doing things that we considered to be foolishness in the eyes of the world.
So Abram at 75 packs up his household – his beautiful wife....drop dead gorgeous at 65 without  surgery or Botox....who had lived in a city....to go on the road...like modern day grey nomads, wandering the country looking for the promised land where God was leading him.
Along the way we learn a lot about Abram – he starts out with enthusiasm at the promise children...but 15 years later...he is getting a little discouraged...things aren’t quite working out the way he imagined and he feels that he has some complaints to resolve with God.
Abram is certainly not perfect....which is a great relief for me...so in his anger and frustration – in the his dark night of the soul experience he calls out to God in anger and challenges God over the lack of evidence that God was going to come through on the deal....to give him many offspring and make nations from him.
Then God shows him the star filled sky and says have faith....and Abram has faith and believes God and it is credited to him as righteousness...
But still Abram has issues...he still needs to know....so God renews the covenant with him and shows him something of the BIG picture. In a dream God shows Abram what is going to happen...so he will know for certain and stop struggling with unfulfilled promises. To relax and let God continue to teach him all that is necessary through the many struggles that are highlighted in the journey of faith.
But even then Abram gets inpatient and takes matters into his own hands...sure Sarai has something to do with it in her impatience she attempts to solve the problem by allowing Abram to father a son by  Hagar...but he didn’t have to do it – he knew it wasn’t God’s way and it causes many problems along the way.
Even after Isaac is born we find the story of Abraham being tested by God again - this time to sacrifice Isaac on Mt Moriah. But Abraham knows that God has things in control and trusts completely...being tested to not make the fulfilment of the promise the reason for faith – but faith in the promise maker...whose BIG picture he knows for certain will come true....and because of it God continues to restate the covenant.
There’s been a lot to read this week – The dysfunctional family of Isaac, Rebekkah, Esau and Jacob...parent’s playing favourite, controlling behaviour, manipulation, deception, anger and poisoned relationships.
Jacob the deceiver has to run....to save himself from his brother’s anger after conspiring with his mother to steal his brother’s birthright and blessing...14 years he spends away....blessed by God, gaining possessions and a family that would later become the tribes of Israel. But one day, he finally faces his guilt and decides to go back and face his brother to reconcile their relationship – but is terrified when he hears his brother is coming to meet him with a small army of 400 men.
So he cowardly tries to buy his way into his brother’s good books....sending his flocks and herds and children ahead he wrestles with God and overcomes –and his name is changed to Israel -  but his encounter with God changes him...he walks with a limp for the rest of his life as a reminder of his encounter with God....no longer a deceiver...he becomes the one who struggles with God...through his weaknesses....and his offspring’s struggle with  is symbolic of our struggle with God too.
But there are many symbolic images in these chapters that are foundational to our faith – the symbol of the ram that God provides in substitution to sacrifice instead of Isaac reminds of Jesus’ sacrifice in substitution for us all. The image of Esau like the father in the story of the prodigal son offering true reconciliation and holding no grudges for the injustice done to him by his brother all those years before.
Abraham is the father of the faithful – those who would believe – and like the people of biblical times – we too can be credited righteousness if we put action to our trust and step out to follow God, even if it does not appear the logical thing to do. Have you ever stepped out in faith at the prompting of God? What happened? 
Has your journey of faith lead you into difficult times, where it was hard to see the fulfilment of the promise? Have you ever felt angry at God; frustrated that things aren’t working...have you ever tried to hurry God on a bit and do things your way...what were the results?
Rather than give Abraham the answer to all his problems...God reminds him that he is indeed God and he is here...to wipe away the pain, the fear and in its place give courage and joy....in the testing times comes testimonies of God faithfulness...because God’s tests brings faith...and the character of Christ.
