WORSHIP AND EDUCATION TEAM REPORT JULY 2010. 
Membership: Eileen Woods, Winston Newman, Louise Dutton, Clinton White, Ian Oyston and Elizabeth Cowan (until March 2010). We acknowledge gratefully the contributions of Elizabeth Cowan to this team over the years, particularly in her capacity as Coordinator of Studies.

Worship Services

Rev John Miller generously took most of our services until Christmas 2009, for which we can be extremely grateful. We remember fondly his illustrated Kids’ talks which were appreciated by many of the adults in the congregation as well as the kids.

During January combined services were held each Sunday because of the number of people who leave Canberra during the holiday period.

With the arrival of Rev Tim Winslade, Worship Leaders at the 9.30 service have a reduced responsibility – particularly with respect to the Kids’ Talk. Rev Tim has incorporated the involvement of children in the service by introducing a special offering for our children’s ministry, which is received by one of the children in turn each Sunday.

Since the beginning of 2010, our 9.30 services have included a band with percussion and guitars and several puppet shows for Kids’ Time, thanks to the Winslade family. It has been pleasing to see some more young families now attending that service. 

Taize services have continued to be held on the fourth Sunday of the month and these have been well attended and appreciated. The Young Adults group has now included this as a regular feature of their monthly program, in addition to their service on the third Sunday.

Special services through the year have included Christmas and Easter cantatas presented by the Ecumenical Choir; a Carols Service; visits from Paul and Chaa Flack from Thailand and a representative of the Leprosy Mission.

Studies
Rev John Miller led a series of studies on the Basis of Union of the Uniting Church in September 2009. Attendances were small but the study was well presented.

The Lenten study was led by Rev Tim Winslade in the weeks leading up to Easter and attended by many of the same people who had attended the previous study.

Thanks to Elizabeth Cowan for her role in coordinating studies. We are currently looking for someone to replace her in this role.

Kids Church
Sunday Kids Time - Attendances have been more regular this year with up to 20 children attending. Thanks to Louise Dutton and her team of helpers for their devoted service. As Louise has not been able to teach every Sunday during school terms, she has been ably relieved by Margaret Johnston, Charles Mailler and Sandra and Brooke Winslade.

During school holidays, Sandra and Brooke Winslade have provided a program for children and this has been well appreciated.

Kids Club
Approximately 10 children have been attending this program where some of our young adults have been helping along with parents and Charlotte Hearder, who shares responsibility for a “God spot” with Rev Tim. Ian Oyston has relinquished his coordinating role after several years. Thanks to Ian, Charlotte, Tim and the helpers.
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