CHURCH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2009/10
The past year has seen two particularly significant developments with the arrival of our new minister, the Rev. Tim Winslade and his family in January, and the completion of a major refurbishment of the Church manse.
We much appreciated the assistance of our supply Minister, the Rev John Miller from Goulburn, during the first half of the year.
The refurbishment of the manse has been managed by a small team comprised of our Treasurer, Simon Header, as well as Dick Bedell, Pam Taylor and Sheridan Harvey. Our thanks for the great effort they have put in. Thanks also to others who have assisted with working bees and odd jobs. In total the project has cost some $155,00 (net of GST which the Church is exempted from) which is close to the budget that the congregation had envisaged and has in part been financed by a loan of $130,000 from United Financial Services which now has to be repaid.
New arrangements were instituted in mid-2009 with reliance on volunteer staff in the operation of the Church Office. Our thanks to Lyn West, as co-ordinator, Doug Taylor and Robert Francis who have taken on this task as well as to those who back up these arrangements.
Consistent with the terms of his call to Weston Creek, the Rev Tim Winslade has given early priority to building the life of the Church for young families. Significant activities have included:
· Regular participation of the Winslade family in leading the music for the weekly family worship service and periodic use of puppetry during the children’s time in those services. Ian Broadbent and Justin Harvey are also assisting with the music;
· Continuation of the Kid’s Time program, in conjunction with the family worship service, led by Louise Dutton; 
· Introduction of monthly lunches on Sundays particularly aimed at young families;
· Support of the weekly Kid’s Club program;
· Running a Kid’s Holiday program in the July school holidays with average attendance of around 24 and total enrolment of around 37 children of primary school age. The program involved the Winslade family as well a small team from Youth With A Mission;
· Starting a Youth Group, meeting every second Friday with numbers currently running at around 15. The leadership team includes Benji Winslade, Alistair Buchanan and Ian Oyston. A number of the young people come from the Spanish congregation which uses our facilities each Sunday afternoon;
· Establishing a weekly evening bible study group for young mothers and a breakfast group for young fathers.
We appreciate the strong support that Sandra Winslade has provided for Tim in these activities. Sandra is also coordinating the Play Group program on Tuesday mornings.
Thank you also to Trevor Bail, Averill Edwards and Tom Allen who serve regularly as lay preachers.  


Other significant activities in the life of the Church have included:
· Continued strong support for our 8.00am Sunday worship service and the Wednesday Fellowship;
· Continued strong support for the Thursday Bible Study and prayer time led by Margaret Johnston; 
· Another highly successful Craft Show in October 2009 raising $10,838;
· Activities of Ladies Fellowship and support for the Market Table raising $1099;
· Continued success of the Play Groups with two well supported groups running during the course of the year;
· Regular Taize services with a successful inter-denominational retreat run at Caloola  in February 2010 with attendance of around 50;
· A successful evening bible study run by the Rev John Miller on the ‘Themes from the Basis of Union of the Uniting Church’ and a Lenten study run by the Rev Tim Winslade with a missions focus;
· Choral events led by Clinton White, including that of the Ecumenical Choir, continue to enrich the life of our community;
· Up grading of our Church website with further development envisioned;
· Overseas mission continues to be supported including the work of Michelle Kallmier in Cambodia, Paul and Chaa Flack in Thailand as well as activities in Ethiopia such as the Fistula Clinic run by Catherine Hamelin. The Church is now also providing support for Jordan Winslade’s work with Youth With A Mission.
· A Church Picnic held at Lennox Gardens by Lake Burley Griffin in May;
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Community groups continue to make active use of our facilities throughout the week. Hiring fees make a useful contribution to our budget, raising $21,541 in the past financial year. We have also continued in our dialogue with local community groups looking for partnership opportunities. This has included co-operation with Communities@Work and the breakfast/lunch program being run at our neighbouring St Peters Anglican Church as well as continued support for the breakfast program run by the School Chaplain at Stromlo High School. Christine Marshall-Cox surveyed youth activities in the Weston Creek and neighbouring areas to help planning new initiatives. 
This year Elizabeth Cowan and Dick Bedell have rotated off the Church Council and we thank both for their contributions in recent years.  New members to the Council are David Fox and Sheridan Harvey.  
Thank you to the many people supporting the work of our Church. Our Lord is presenting us with many opportunities to serve him.

Neil Johnston
Chairperson
