PRAISE AND FELLOWSHIP GROUP

Annual Report for 2009/2010

This group meets every Wednesday in the chapel at 10.30am for a service of worship and fellowship, followed by a shared lunch.   Our Minister brings Holy Communion to us on the first Wednesday of each month.  Averill Edwards continues to lead the group, arranging services and leading each week.  Once a month a visitor comes, sometimes they are able to take the whole service, to give Averill a break.  Some members are unable to get to Sunday services and so singing hymns, Bible readings and Communion are important to them.  The sharing of joys and sadness supported by intercessory prayers for each person are an important part of the Praise and Fellowship service. 

We are thankful for the visitors who have come to the Group this year with their different stories and gifts of worship.    Our visitors have included Margaret Reeson, always interesting and innovative, Elizabeth Cowan, Rev John Miller,  Carlene Hancock and her delightful liturgical dancers,  Irene and Andrew Lund with their fascinating stories about working for Frontier Services,  Harold Small from Greenhills, Ann Hoogendoorn, Joy Waldron, Trevor Bail, Kevin Seers from the Woden Christian Bookshop.  Margaret Johnston has been able to provide excellent support this year, as has Celine Hampson.  Our new minister, Rev Tim Winslade brings us Communion each month which is much appreciated.

Our numbers remain small, some members moving into care has reduced numbers and as we age, more illness.  We would encourage others to consider seriously the wonderful fellowship and worship which comes on Wednesday at lunchtime. If attending Sunday services has become difficult, consider coming on Wednesday at 10.30am or for any other reason, and join in the fellowship.  The fellowship is not just on Wednesday – members keep in touch, with phone and visits, cards and email.

We have many we have to thank for their ongoing contribution to the group – Robert Francis and Kimberley when she is free, who do the hard physical work in setting up the Chapel and the lunch tables for us, Alison Craige and Iris Willetts for their gifts of music and Joyce Bell with her cooking talents and beautiful flowers from her garden.  

A coin donation bowl is on the table at lunchtime, and through that we have been able to make donations to a variety of causes.  Last year we collected $725.30 and gave away much of that. Those that have benefited this year are:  the Victorian Bush Fire Appeal, Weston Creek Church Library, Kippax Church outreach at Christmas, Michelle Kalmier for her mission activities, new kitchen equipment, plus some support for our cards, cakes and flowers we have or send during the year.  The Church library has been able to purchase an array of books of Christian prayer, some by Bruce Prewer, The SPCK book of Christian prayer, a commentary on John’s Gospel from Tom Wright, hymns from New Zealand Aotearoa, Sing Alleluia, The Basis of Union the original document for the Uniting Church and Where did the joy come from?  by Andrew Dutney, a thoughtful review of The Basis by our next Assembly President, but in lay language.  Our thanks go to Ros Whitton for purchasing the books and assisting Jason Francis with their cataloguing, and for the Woden Christian Bookshop in finding these books for us.  Our thanks always go to Alison Craige, our Treasurer and card director. 

We thank God for the continuing blessing he gives to the Praise and Fellowship Group and to those who have contributed to its life this year.  Visitors, new members are always welcome to join us on Wednesdays in the Chapel at 10.30am to join in with our worship and fellowship.
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