The shape of things to come 

I was going to preach a sermon on the question of marriage and the resurrection. I talked about it with the Wednesday Fellowship – and with a group of other minister’s through the week; who incidentally were all not planning to talk about this passage because it all seemed too hard.
Let’s face it – Luke 20 has the first the Pharisees and then the Sadducees going on the attack against Jesus in the temple – who repeatedly silenced their questioning and made it clear that they were implicated in their lack of righteous leadership and selfish ambitions – and would be judged by God for their choices.

Obviously incensed by Jesus words and how the people were lapping up what he was saying – the Pharisees and the Sadducees tried to counter attack.

First some of the teachers of the law tried to trick Jesus into speaking words of treason by rejecting Roman taxes...but Jesus knew what was happening and asked them for a coin – which they happened to have in their pockets – Roman money – a denarius – with a picture of the Emperor. 

Pointing to the money – he asks whose picture is on it? When they said Caesar’s – Jesus said those well know words – give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God. By this he meant that we gain benefits from the government for using their money and so we need to pay for those benefits....but at the same time he said in the same way we all are like God’s currency – with the mark of the creator on us...and we have been given so much being made in the image of God – so we need to give back to God what is due in worship, honour and respect.
How he came up with that sort of answer....it is astonishing – and that was how the teachers of then law reacted...they were dumb founded – and all the questioning did was elevate the wisdom of Jesus in the eyes of the people listening – at the expense of those who were considered to be well educated and wise. So they tried a counter attack.

This time the Sadducees came to the fore. The Sadducees wee a political party – who at the time dominated the Priesthood and the Sanhedrin. The previous two hundred years of history of the Jewish history under Greek and Roman occupation had been littered with groups and families attempting to by power – not only political power – like governors and kings...but also the role of Chief Priest....many of the aristocratic class became Hellenised (Greek speaking and educated)...in an effort to get ahead in the new world order in which they lived.

Those who opposed the secularisation of the temple lead revolts against the occupying forces – patriotic families like the Maccabeus – but it did not take like for the fervour to diminish and corruption to take root. Against this back drop – the Sadducees were a dominant political party who were willing to compromise with the Romans for material gain. They had a traditional belief system that only on the 5 books of Moses....but it was formal and empty and did not include a belief in the resurrection, angels or spirits.   
But their question about whether or not Jesus believed there were marriage relationships in the resurrection – seems silly on two levels. Firstly – the question appears to get buried in the details....it would have been easier to keep it simple – if a woman remarry’s because she is widowed – whose wife is she at the resurrection.

Seems like a straight forward question – and I am sure that Jesus would have answered it a bit differently if it were Pharisee asking. But for a person who does not believe in life after death to ask the question lacks a bit of sincerity. So rather than dwell on the answer....Jesus talks about the resurrection and in convincing terms – using an example from the torah Jesus says that God is the God of the living not the dead – that everyone is resurrected...the is the I am...not the I was....
But to make it clear Jesus also says something significant – and let’s not get confused about what Jesus is saying about relationships in heaven. What Jesus is saying is that relationships like marriage will continue in heaven – but after this life there will be no need to pro-created..so there will be no need for marriage the way we need exclusive commitments.

Now don’t get me wrong – I am not saying we will not recognise our loved ones – or not be able to remember the experiences that make our intimate relationships so special – no – in heaven Jesus says we will be more like angels....I think that means we will be moving up to a whole new level – where we can be intimate and open with god in ways we never imagined and others as well....

It’s something to look forward too! But is hard to imagine, because in many ways we can only imagine things through the veil of experience that makes up our existence. ....but it is a truth that we need to pass on.
Paul wrote to the Thessalonians to transmit the truth of the faith....the Apostles teaching and their testimonies ....that came from  Christ himself...pass them on the others so that they can pass them on in turn.

Yesterday morning I was meditating  Psalm 78:1-7 with the Chain Reaction team – and found that it said something very similar. “ I will open my mouth in parables – I will utter hidden things  from old - What we have heard and known – what our fathers have told us. We will not we will not hide them from our children; we will tell them to the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of our Lord, the power and wonders he has done....”

We pass on our beliefs systems to our children and grand children....so much of Australia’s recent church history – reflects and age where people were happy to take their kids to church...because 70% of Aussies are not anti-church...but were not willing to go with them – and so the children reflecting their  significant relationships – gained knowledge but didn’t observe lived faith...and most of them dropped out of church life. 

We all know the story all too well. And in many ways the general population of Australia are like the Sadducees – having knowledge of the law – of right and wrong and how they expect the church to live – but little faith and belief beyond good principles to live by.
But Jesus comes out clearly and states the basis for belief is faith in God that not only does God give hope for the present – but God also gives us assurance and hope for the future..a future that will take us to a whole new level of existence – a whole new level of relating...and existence that is difficult to picture – but one that inspires hope and faith for millions upon millions and inspires me to pass on what I have seen and heard, what I have experienced and what has been entrusted to me....that those who follow me will know the praise worthy deeds of our Lord and the power and wonders he has done.
