     The manse extension & Refurbishment project

The vision of a quality extension with a large family room and deck ,and an upgrading refurbishment programme of The Manse has been achieved . Our congregation can now be proud we have a modern Manse for many years to come.

This was a huge undertaking that was scheduled to take only five months but in fact took 12 . Contracts were exchanged with the builder on 17th  July 09 with a view to having the house ready by the time our new Minister and his family arrived in December. Due to all sorts of hurdles along the way having to be overcome, our builder finished the deck in late July and final piece of landscaping by our Men’s Shed was actually completed on 5th August this year. 

Ask any person who has done an extension to a residential home and they’ll all tell you they have a unique story. Ours was no exception. A tall “regulated “ tree in the back yard nearly derailed the planned extension right at the start! We had to go through all the hoops of the ACT Government regulations to get our tree severely trimmed and approval to proceed. Then it rained nearly all September so the project didn’t actually start until the end of that month – 8 weeks behind schedule . Lockup was achieved before the Winslades arrival on 14th December, which meant the remainder of the work would have to be done around them. This was done with much goodwill , patience, perseverance and co-operation by them – thank you Tim and Sandra & family - and all the tradesmen concerned .

The main extension is a 7 metre x 5 metre family room beyond the kitchen , whose wall above the kitchen bench was removed to make this an extended and bright living area. The deck can be accessed through glass sliding doors and is large enough to take tables and chairs maximising the north orientation of this feature. Steps lead to the carport /garage area and the backgarden. The kitchen benchtops had to be altered so a new caesarstone top with overhang to the family room was installed . The laundry was demolished and replaced by a “ European “ style laundry in a cupboard at the end of the kitchen. The old TV area / small family room was enclosed to make a new enclosed study which also allowed extra cupboards to be built in the hall area opposite the bathroom . The main bathroom had the shower enlarged to comply with new size standards & fitted with new glass panels , new tiling floor and walls and the toilet was sealed off to make it separate – the door is off the hallway. The ensuite bathroom was also upgraded – the shower has a new glass panel door and the toilet was re-positioned to give more legroom. The whole inside of the house was repainted . Outside a double carport was added in front of the existing garage and the gates repositioned from alongside the driveway to be across it at the end of the house. A new instant gas Hot Water System replaced the small gas HWS that had to be moved anyway. A new washing machine replaced the not-repairable existing “original “ one.

Some of the extra hurdles included digging up and  replacing blocked sewers ; installing a new electrical switchboard to take the extra load & comply with new regulations ; rewiring of various electrical wires , light switches & power points ; putting in new blinds and where required curtains ; replacing the ducted gas heater that broke down once winter arrived ; locating and repairing the water leaks into the garage.  

The final costings ( ex of GST which the Church does not have to pay ) were :

Income :





Expenditure:

UFS Loan

$ 130,000


Builder’s contract

$ 135,341

Cash Funds

$   17,213


Painting Rest of House  
$     5,566

Self Help Scheme
$     2,750


Carport


$     4,155

Reserve Funds 
$     5,487


Our Extra Costs

$   10,388
        Total 

$ 155,450



Total


$ 155,450
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