Pass it on 

· News story about living to 150
· By 100 I think I may have had to have had a major service...
· Moses was in the prime of life at 120
· 40 years as Prince of Egypt; 40 as shepherd; 40 as prophet and leader of Israel...
· 40 years he had to deal with those grumbling, anxious, fearful, faithful descendants of Abraham..
· God formed and refined a people...he tested them and few passed (including Moses)
· God had a plan to pass the vision...to a young leader named Joshua
· Joshua – Ephraim..slavery; plagues; crossed the red sea; lead Israel against the Amelekites...Moses assistant on the mountain; one of the 12 spies...
· Only Joshua and Caleb were allowed entry into the Promised Land.
· The people who crossed over the Jordan river were the next generation...had grown up on hardships and trusting God.
· They had learnt not to be anxious but were motivated by the vision.
· Proverbs 29:18 says “without a vision the people perish” or where there is no revelation the people cast off restraint.
· Vision is so important – it is the overarching picture that draws us forward from our desert places towards God’s promise.
· The NCLS survey is coming and one of the questions is about vision. Do we have a clear vision? Do we have a sense of direction and values that help us deal with changes and anxieties.
· We all have to deal with anxieties...most of us bounce back...so get a bit more anxious than others.
· Anxiety binds people – stops them from moving with change – it blinds them to the bigger picture. And when we get anxious we often look a person or situation to blame – to be our scapegoat.
· Scapegoats were used  by the Israelites in the desert..to cover over their sins...one was sacrificed the other was set free to take their sins away...
· So in many ways – Jesus is the ultimate scapegoat – to remove all of our sins once and for all.
· So today; as we think about how our anxieties sometimes compete with our vision and eve extinguish them....let’s cast our cares on Jesus because he cares for us...1 Peter 5:7 Philippians 4 says  don’t be anxious about anything but pray about everything....coming to God with your prayers and petitions with a thankful heart.
· As we think about the future...as we consider the world our children will grow up in our leaders have been looking for ways to grow the church.
· As a community we have a vision for being a welcoming community across the ages and we do pretty well.
· We have a vision for families that is beginning to take on more shape..
· We have a vision for our Weston Creek community...
· We have a vision for reaching out into the Molonglo development...
· We’ve been looking into ways network with our churches to establish training in ministry – especially with our children, youth and families...
· The tide is turning...we need to keep the vision in mind, stay prayer, be faithful and be patient.
· But just like Moses did not cross the Jordan – some of us can get the church to the verge of a new era...but will need to pass on the baton to our children and young people – so that they can begin to grow the church in the way that will be appropriate in the world they live in...
· Like Moses – our role is to mentor and train our young people in the way they should go – to not shelter them – so that, led by the spirit – they can find the right way to apply the good news of God’s love, truth, forgiveness  and relationship.
· What’s your vision for our church? Is  it the same as God’s?
