Passionate worship...Read the following Scriptures aloud:

· “How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! / My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord; / my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God . . . . / For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.” (Psalm 84:1-2, 10) 

· “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbour as yourself.” (Luke 10:27) 

· “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.” (Psalm 100:1-2) 

· “O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvellous things.” (Psalm 98:1)

· “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24)

Today we are going to look at worship...there are a lot of things that I can get passionate about – a lot of things that excite me and motivate me to put in extra effort....things that make me want to get out of bed in the morning.

I’m passionate about my family...I love my wife and children and I desire to be active in their lives. I remember many years ago I was seminar speaker at a large Christian conference in Sydney – and I heard a pastor tell a story about his family and how he was so busy that when he had time to spend with his family he desired quality time...so when he had some time to spare he would schedule quality time events...one day he planned a picnic in the blue Mountains and got the family up early (imagine the teenager protests)...on a wet miserable day...packed the car and forced his family to trip up to the mountains for their quality time...expecting the weather to be cleared...arrived to find it wet and miserable – but rather than conceded defeat he got them out and forced his family to have a picnic in the rain – because this was the only time he could do it and he wanted to have quality time....
Needless to say things didn’t go well. His family was grumpy with him for forcing them into this uncomfortable position and he was frustrated with them that they wouldn’t cooperate. He drove his family back to Sydney wet and miserable and what had seemed to be a good idea turned out to be a failure. Why? Because rarely can you create a quality time experience – they just happen – more often than not spontaneously...and if you want a quality experience with your family then you need to spent quantity time with them as well. So here’s my first point – quality time comes from quantity time.
Now most of us here today would say we desire some quality time with God – and we try to fit it in between 8 and 9am on a Sunday or 9.30am and about 11...and wonder why sometimes those slot that we allocate don’t quite cut it.
Now you might say – because what Tim is serving up to us doesn’t meet our needs...his sermons are too long...his music is not my style...and your focus may be on me. Now I need to as ask you a question. Who is our focus in worship?

Worship is about acknowledging that God is worthy – it’s worth-ship – it’s about putting our focus on Jesus – and it is linked the Greek and Hebrew words that mean to prostrate yourself before someone. So worship is about surrender – it’s about surrendering ourselves to God...it’s only from that place of acknowledging God’s true worth and recognising in humility that we couldn’t be in the presence of such and incredible holy, awesome God without a royal pardon...that worship both as an individual and as a community really makes sense.

But today we are adding the concept of being passionate to worship and wondering what changes that might bring to our lives.

I am passionate about my sports – my family – my study – my calling to love and serve God....I am passionate about music...I am passionate about seeing young people released into their destiny in God – I am passionate about discipling others – about giving others a go...about teamwork and community...I am passionate about my faith. But am I always motivated to come to a service of worship? No. We all have times when we don’t want to get out of bed – when we don’t want to make the effort...when coming to church is not something that we are passionate about....and if we come to church we have a heightened sense of critique about my sermons or prayers or the music or the noise of the children or the clothes that others a wearing and we find ourselves distracted from the main purpose of being here...you see God has made us so that we would be worshippers – that we would respond to his love...it’s built into our spiritual DNA – but God has also made us for relationships – with him and with each other.
Now, if God has made us to be in tune with him – and if God desires to have quality experiences with him – experiences that a life shape and character forming...then I would say we need to have the right attitude and focus when it comes to worship. Many times we arrive with baggage...if we make it at all...and that baggage makes it hard to be enthusiastic and focused. Too often we come to church with a critical mindset not only unprepared but even emotionally unfit for worship. In Matthew 5 Jesus said “So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled with your brother or sister, and then come to offer your gift.”
We get updates about our offerings and sometimes I think Simon is quite concerned about where our offering is up to...but if we take time to look at what Jesus said..then we realise that our offering are low because we are out of relationship with our brother or sister...and our attendance in our church in Weston Creek and the Uniting Church in general is low because often we don’t really believe that Jesus is really here...Now if the word got out that Jesus was going to be here on a Sunday morning and we really believed it and then I think we would have a lot more people coming through our doors. This is a key difference between passionate enthusiastic worship and apathetic worship. Passionate worshippers have a sense of anticipation, eagerness, expectation...because they believe that God is going to say something to them in the worship time and so this anticipation leads to an enthusiastic response.
Are you aware that the word enthusiasm was a word created to describe the experiences of early Christians whose lives were overwhelmed by the presence of the Holy spirit...so much so that this experience of intense worship – this experience of being “in-God” which in Greek is “en-theos”- now has become a word commonly used “enthuse” or be enthusiastic (passionate, eager, wholehearted or excited)..Is that how you would describe your experience of spending time with God?

Back in 1999 I was in South Korea for a missions conference and attended Dr Paul Yongi Cho’s church that is the largest church in the world – the people line up outside the church at barriers waiting for their service time, and when the 15,000 people of the previous service time have left the building they are allowed through and everyone runs to get the best seat – because if they are late they either have to sit in the basement or wait and hour and a half to the next service.  Those people are passionate about getting to church it’s amazing.

Passionate worship connects us together – it makes us more than the sum of our individual lives and experiences, it transforms us from just a group of people to the body of Christ – because Christ is our mediator and God is our focus. Remember Jesus says when 2 or three gather in my name I am there among you...

Ian Broadbent and I have a great time of fellowship and encouragement on Friday mornings at Weston McDonalds...now here’s a challenge if any of you men out there want to join us some mornings to share and pray – then come on down – Jesus is there!

And Jesus is here too! And Jesus is there at our Bible studies, prayer groups, praise and fellowship – when meeting has a Jesus focus – then Jesus promises to be there...I think that’s exciting.

Now if we are to be passionate about our worship – and if we are to give God enough time to develop our relationship – then we need to come with an expectation that God is going to speak to us...and we need to be willing and able to listen.

But the whole experience of gathering to focus on Jesus opens us to hear from God in whatever way and at whatever time God pleases – and is often not in my sermons...I challenge you to come with the expectation that somewhere this morning – God has a piece of treasure just for you – some challenge – some encouragement – some affirmation...that as you leave this building this morning you will have as a takeaway.

So from now on – let’s raise the bar – let’s be more passionate about time with God; both privately and corporately – let’s believe that Jesus is here and calls us together – let’s anticipate that God has something for each and every one of us – let’s be expectant  and enthusiastic and change our approach and see what difference that will make when we choose to love God with all that we are – our hearts, our minds, our souls and strength...

Dear God, worship that lacks passion becomes dry, routine, boring, and predictable. It keeps the form while lacking the spirit. There is apathy rather than anticipation; obligation rather than joy. It is lifeless, dead. Save us from that kind of worship, Lord! We gather today seeking your guidance in challenge us in areas that have become a barrier to the work of your spirit – help us to be passionate about our relationship with you- to have a sense of eagerness – expectation and anticipation – help this to spill over into all areas of our lives so that our lives will truly be a reflection of our worship of you. Lord we surrender ourselves again to you – we declare that you are worth every bit of our praise – for without you we lost.

