PASTORAL CARE TEAM REPORT FOR 2009-10

During the year members of the team, other members of the congregation and ministers were active in making pastoral visits and providing prayer support to people in need.  Visits were also made to persons seeking baptism for their children.

It had been intended to organise a program of selective contact of people on the church roll who do not belong to any formal church group, but that has been overtaken by a decision by the Church Council to enlist councillors and some others to visit with all members of the congregation in preparation for a Mission Planning day later in 2010. This will use a method known as Appreciative Inquiry employing a few short questions to identify past and present successes as well as hopes and priorities for the future. The responses will then be collated in a Report which will be circulated for the Planning Day.

Small groups and interest groups such as the Choir, regular bible studies and Ladies Fellowship are important networks in the life of the Church providing variously enjoyment, teaching and support for the participants. The major effort each year in running the annual Craft Show is also an important part of our community life. Two of our small groups have combined in recent months and one for young mothers has also been formed.

A church picnic in May provided an opportunity for fun and mingling of age groups.   

A revised and updated parish directory has recently been published.  Please advise any amendments or additions to members of the Pastoral Care team or to the office.

Each week the church news-sheet includes the names and phone numbers of 2 elders who can be contacted with any needs or requests.

It has been gratifying to see an increase in the number of new worshippers and visitors at the 9 30 service in recent months and these people have been followed up via a card sent to them and, usually, a call or visit.

The Committee encourages you to contact any one of us where you consider a phone call or visit would be helpful for you or for someone you know.
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