Miracles of Jesus: The List
· Turning water into wine (John 2:1-11) 

· Healing of a nobleman's son (John 4:46-54) 

· Delivering a man in the synagogue from demonic spirits (Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31-37) 

· Healing Peter's mother-in-law (Mark 1:29-31; Luke 4:38-39; Matthew 8:14-15) 

· The first of two nets of fish and the calling of His first disciples (Luke 5:1-11) 

· Cleansing a leper (Mark 1:40-45; Matthew 8:1-4) 

· Healing a paralytic (Mark 2:1-12; Matthew 9:2-8; Luke 5:17-26) 

· Healing of the man at Bethesda (John 5:1-15) 

· Healing a man with a withered hand (Luke 6:6-11; Matthew 12:9-13; Mark 3:1-5) 

· Healing the Centurion's servant (Luke 7: 1-10; Matthew 8:5-13) 

· Raising the widow's son (Luke 7:11-16) 

· Casting out a dumb and blind spirit (Luke 11:14-26; Matthew 12:22-32; Mark 3:22-30) 

· Calming a storm (Mark 4:35-41; Matthew 8:18-27; Luke 8:22-25) 

· Healing a man possessed by demons at Gadara (Mark 5:1-20; Matthew 8:28; Luke 8:26) 

· Healing a woman with an issue of blood (Mark 5:25-34; Matthew 9:18-26; Luke 8:40-56) 

· Raising Jairus' daughter (Mark 5:21-43) 

· Healing of two blind men (Matthew 9:27-31 

· Casting out a spirit (Matthew 9:32-34) 

· Feeding 5,000 with five loaves and two fish (John 6:1-14; Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:32-44; Luke 9:10-17) 

· Walking on water (Matthew 14:22-33; John 6:15-21; Mark 6:45-52) 

· Delivering the Syrophoenician's daughter (Matthew 15:21-28) 

· Healing a deaf and dumb man (Mark 7:31-37) 

· Feeding another 4,000-plus (Mark 8:1-10; Matthew 15:32) 

· Healing the blind man of Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26) 

· Casting demons out of a lunatic boy (Mark 9:14-29; Matthew 17:14-21; Luke 9:37-42) 

· Pulling a coin from the mouth of a fish (Matthew 17:24-27) 

· Healing a man born blind (John 9:1-41) 

· Healing a woman with an 18-year infirmity (Luke 13:10-17) 

· Healing a man with dropsy (or edema) (Luke 14:1-6) 

· Raising Lazarus (John 11:1-46) 

· Cleansing of ten lepers (Luke 17:11-19) 

· Healing blind Bartimeaus (Mark 10:46-52) 

· Cursing the fig tree (Mark 11:12-26) 

· Healing of Malchus' ear (Luke 22:49-51) 

· A second net of fish (John 21:1-12) 
What do we do with the miracles of Jesus? How do we authenticate the claims of the gospel writers and how do we connect this with us our own understanding of reailty?

Jesus whole existence from his birth to his death and resurrection...speak of God’s intervention in the physical world and causes us to make a decision about what we are going to do with this phenomenon. 

So what is a miracle? How would you describe it?

Webster dictionary as "an extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention in human affairs, or as an extremely outstanding or unusual event, thing, or accomplishment." According to the Biblical Studies Foundation, a miracle "is an unusual and significant event (terasa) which requires the working of a supernatural agent (dunamis) and is performed for the purpose of authenticating the message or the messenger (semeion)."
This week’s E 100 has asked us to look at 5 miracles of Jesus:

1. Feeding of the 5,000 – which shows us of Jesus desire to not only meet our basic human needs, but to multiply the good news and satisfy all those who hunger spiritually.

2. Then there was the Jesus walking on the water...and Peter having the faith to give it a go too...

3. Then there was Jesus healing the man who had been blind from birth...putting mud in his eyes and inviting him to make a journey of faith to receive healing.

4. Then there was the healing of the demoniac – the guy who had a whole legion of evil spirits in residence...who knew what evil was...but found healing in the love of a compassionate God.

5. Finally, there was the raising of Lazarus – the brother of Mary & Martha – who Jesus had not rushed to heal...but in compassion raised him from the dead – in a demonstration of his authority and concern for ordinary people – regardless of the political consequences of his actions...and this episode in John sees the Priest and Pharisees begin to plot Jesus death...when they should be celebrating Lazarus’s life.

All the healings of Jesus and god’s healing work in our day today brings us to the point of decision. What are we going to do with it?

Are we going to see it as evidence that validate Jesus claims as the Messiah – as god in flesh among us....or are we to be like the religious leaders of the time who have made up our minds before hand and in spite of the evidence and testimony, refuse to believe because it falls outside our framework?
I originally was going to focus my thinking on the raising of Lazarus – but through the week I decided to go with John – mostly because I was struck by the testimony of the man who came to Jesus because Jesus had performed the miraculous sign...

The Greek word used for miracle is the word that also the root word for sign (say-mi-on)...the Jews were always demanding signs of Jesus...proof that he was the Messiah..and his miracles were a sign or an explanation of a hidden truth or secret...
In Isaiah chapter 42 in the first of the "Servant Songs," which are a prophesy of the Messiah, we find this verse, "To open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness" (Isaiah 42:7). Here we have the Messiah the Servant who comes to help those who cannot help themselves and this verse is fully fulfilled in Jesus' miracles.
Jesus used these words himself when he started his ministry as an explanation of his coming.

There are something like 37 individual miracles of Jesus recorded in the gospels...

But the one we are focusing in on today is only found in John 9:1-34. It is the story of the man born blind. And it is a clear fulfilment of Isaiah 42:7. This man born blind had never seen the light until the "light of the world" (John 9:5) opened His eyes....and it is not surprising that John records Jesus as calling himself the light of the world and then brings both physical light and spiritual light to someone who chose to see – but was rejected by those who chose to be blind.

I was doing a bible study this week on this passage and we discovered that this passage was unique in that many of the others who received miracles came to Jesus for help...asking for healing and in some way had begun their journey of faith before their encounter...but in this case (as it was the demoniac) Jesus exercised his prerogative to bring about healing before the man had come to faith...in grace and compassion he extended grace to the man...who then was encouraged to go was his face in the pool called “sent” or Siloam.

It was in the obedience that his eyes were opened....but John’s passage shows an incredible insight into the man’s development of faith...in the face of some pretty stiff opposition. Why were people opposed to his sight? Firstly, there were some who opposed Jesus...because he did not fit their religious belief system...secondly he performed the miracle on the Sabbath...in breach of their laws...making mud was considered work....and therefore a breach of their code...thirdly the man’s testimony contradicted the academic arguments of the Pharisees...fourthly, the man’s determination to believe that Jesus was from God – and his logical argument for his belief...proved to the Pharisees that he could not be swayed with words and so he was excommunicated from the temple.
But then, never having met Jesus face to face, he has an encounter with Jesus, who goes and finds the man (like the lost sheep) and invites him to believe in the son of man – and the man expresses his faith...and goes away seeing with new spiritual eyes...

It’s a journey of faith that typifies the journey that all Christians must make. A journey that examines the evidence for belief and the cost...and in spite of the cost and opposition from those who do not see things the same way...makes the proclamation of faith.

You never hear anything more of this man – but his decision to follow Jesus was costly to him...and things that cost more are often more valued by those who must pay the price....just look at those who come to faith in countries that oppose Christianity...it is little wonder that their seems to be more of the miraculous happening in those places than in countries like Australia.

But miracles still happen...whenever a believer comes to God and experiences grace and compassion...and finds their life transformed by the love and mercy of God...at that point we know what God has done...and like the man born blind our eyes are open to Jesus the light of our world...whose power we testify too – even in the face of unbelief from those who chose to remain blind.
