Kids Church Annual Report 2009/10

I have continued to lead the children in their Christian journey at Weston Creek Uniting church over the last year.  This has brought some challenges as I endeavour to learn more about delivering children’s ministry.  As you are all aware, I am a trained primary school teacher but have never trained in the ministry to children.  In my last report, I talked about using a program in 2010 written by Tammy Tolman.  I have investigated this program and while I still believe this is a valuable and worthwhile program, we have yet to implement it as we would need a team of volunteers to effectively deliver the messages.  It would also require us to have regular attendance of at least twelve 8-12yr olds.  With the arrival of the Winslade family and subsequent discussion on their visions and mine, we decided to delay the delivery of this program.  In the meantime, I have placed the Tammy Tolman book (Piece by piece: Unlocking the Puzzle for an Effective Ministry to Today’s Children, HSM Publishing 2008) in the library for those interested in a great read about today’s children.  Read it and it may just inspire you to join me on the journey with our most precious children, watching and guiding them while they grow closer to God.

Kids church currently involves the children in thinking about the big picture of being a Christian and what that means.  Each week we worship, praise, learn, make, pray and sing our way through each lesson.  Lessons are based on using Tim’s plans for services and websites called Daniellesplace or Sermons4Kids.

A special time at the end of each lesson involves the giving of a love gift.  The focus of the gift reflects the lesson message.  This is an important part of the meaning of the lesson as it reinforces in real life the message and action the children can take away with them.  An example of this is a lesson called Where’s the Map?  The love gift was a whistle attached to a card saying, “Show Me the path where I should go, O Lord, point out the right road for me to walk.”  Psalm 25:4.  When God whistles I will come, I will come running to follow his map for me.”

Attendance at Kids Church has grown steadily with an average of 12 children attending regularly.  We currently have 20 children on the roll.  With the arrival of the Winslade family in 2010, we longer need to arrange a children’s worship service once a term.

Thanks to all the volunteers that help in any way with the facilitation of kids church.  During the year I have had the help of many leaders.  This has enabled me to have some worship time, attend functions outside of church with my family or take some of the pressure off while I have been working.  Thank you to Margaret Johnston for making the love gifts each week and her encouragement to myself to continue on this journey with the children.  I encourage others to join me in this journey so that we can involve children in active ministry whereby they actually experience God and see how He can make a difference in their lives.

From the family and children perspective it has been a fantastic blessing to welcome the Winslade family into our church.  The family worship services have seen Tim and his family include the children in varied experiences including puppet shows, kids talks, children’s offering bowl, contemporary music with a band, ribbons, etc......   The feedback from the children and their families has been positive as they continue to learn and grow with their church family.  To this end, my current reading on children’s ministry has lead me to believe we are following a path that is critical for the children of the 21st century.  In the book Postmodern Children’s Ministry, Ivy Beckwith talks about the involvement of children in the worship service.  “The worship experience is not only important for what it gives to children.  Children contribute to worship in ways that are helpful to the soul care of the adults and teens who are present in the worship service as well.  They contribute by their presence just as the adults contribute by their presence.  A child’s spontaneity and lack of inhibitions coupled with his inherent spiritual inclinations can add a dimension to corporate worship.”  We are providing a community worship service even though children make noise, find it hard to sit still, make it known when they are bored and do not have the inner restraints in social settings that adults have.  Sure we are still finding our way but we should celebrate the significant opportunities we are providing for our children in their Christian journeys in our church.

Some ideas to reflect on:

· Worshipping God is not about us.

· Worshipping God is not about what we get out of it.

· Worshipping God is not about our feeling good when it’s over.

· Worshipping God is about God and what pleases God.

My beliefs lead me to endeavour to lead and give the children experiences where they feel included in our church community and one in which our families will live in an intergenerational community of faith.

Blessings to all

Louise Dutton

Kids Church Coordinator

