How are you at waiting?
I don’t like going to Canberra connect shop fronts on some days – especially the Friday before a holiday weekend – because I know that I am going to have to wait....I have learned that if I pick a mid-week day – after everyone has finished with their lunch breaks – but before the end of the day rush, then I can almost be guaranteed that I can walk in and wait a minute or so and then be served. Amazing! 
Last time I was in the help my Dad with the registration of his care there were more office staff working than people waiting....can you picture that....we took a number and went to sit down an d the number flashed before we even had a chance to settle into a seat...or fill in the paper work. But the guy at the counter did not seem to mind – he took great pleasure in doing a very thorough job and I would have to give him an A+  in customer service. 

He was telling me that some days they have had almost one hundred people in the Woden shopfront at closing time and they just had to lock them all in and deal with each one – it meant for a very late finish – but he didn’t seem to mind, it was all part of the job. I have to say, I have also sat in huge queues  and waited an hour and a half and noticed that some people have either got impatient and left to come back another day – or just we not able to wait that long...I even saw a couple of teenage girls go out to McDonalds and come back half and hour later...to rejoin the queue and in that time their number was not called.

We don’t like waiting in our instant society...things need to happen fast...we get upset if our broadband connection is too slow....we get upset if we get put on hold for half an hour with an automated message....(justifiably)...most of us have lost our place in the queue because we not watching or listening or waiting....and then had to go through it all again.
Jesus said WATCH OUT ! 
What were you like when you were a kid....were you restrained when it came to Christmas...could you wait patiently...or would the anticipation get the better of you?
I know some Christmas nights I would have trouble sleeping because I was excited at the thought of getting something special....and often I had no idea....and that’s the way I like it. I like surprises, but I know there are many people here who would rather put in a request and know what they were getting....Sandra’s like that. She would rather do her won Christmas shopping and give it to give to her....or she would give us a list...but me, I get more excited about the event than the specific reward.
JESUS said WATCH OUT! 
Mark’s gospel has Jesus describing what will happen at the end...and the imagery is very much like that of the OT prophets like Isaiah, Ezekiel, Joel and Amos who used images of god uncreating  what he had created – sun  darkened, moon not give off light, stars falling from the sky and the heavenly bodies shaken...
Jesus said be aware of the season...like watching the trees bud and flower and then begin to bare fruit, know what season it is...know that it is almost summer....
Jesus said WATCH OUT!
Then Jesus tells a small parable...of a man going away who leaves his servants in charge....and says watch for my return – but they have no idea when he will arrive – so they have to stay alert, they have to keep watch....so their master doesn’t’ arrive and find that they have been negligent of their duties.
Like the servants in the story, we have no idea when Jesus will return, but when he does we know that he will come back not as a baby in manager – undercover....to live as one of us so that we might be saved through our faith in him....this time when Jesus re-enters our physical world he will come back as the King of the universe...he will come back in power and glory – in majesty and authority and his legions of angels will gather up all who believe.
When you think of Christ’s return what do you think....are you excited at possibility....are you feeling a sense of dread because you know there’s some things that want pass the muster...is your response indifference or disdain...
The trouble is Philippians 2 makes it clear that there is no room for the third category. You either choose in or you choose out...some people sadly choose out...they reject the offer and rebel against God’s ultimate authority. The trouble is everyone will have to acknowledge Jesus as Lord and bow the knee at some point – I just think it is smarter and wiser to do it now – when there are benefits  on offer for those who believe.
1 Corinthians 1:5 says that you have been enriched in every way...in speech, knowledge..by the Holy spirit you have been given everything you need to build each other up. God gives gifts to each and every believer to help care for the body of Christ (church)....and to share the good news with others.
But these gifts have been given to you and me for a purpose and for a season and we should diligent and enthusiastically exercise them until Jesus returns.
Jesus said WATCH OUT! Stand firm until the end – be blameless before God...be diligent – anticipate Jesus return and use it as the motivation to present the good news of the coming King to those around you in words and actions.
Jesus promises can be trusted...and his promise gives us hope and an expectation that there’s going to be a party – a wedding feast – that you are invited to as the honoured guest.
Today we lit a candle of hope – hope gives us strength and determination to believe Jesus – to take him at his word – and to give hope to others who experience hopelessness.
Jesus said WATCH OUT! Don’t get caught out or you may be put out if you miss out on something that should have been yours to keep for eternity.
What are you like at waiting? As we waiting and anticipate another Christmas – let’s use it as the motivation to use the gifts that God has already given us – so that on that final day in the presence of Jesus the Lord of all...we will have been found to have stood firm and been diligent before God. 
