The story of Joseph is one of the most significant stories in the Old Testament with 14 chapters being dedicated to developing the story of his life. But why was he so significant and what is there about his life that has an application for us today?
Let’s do a quick recap of the story.

Joseph is the first son born of Joseph’s wife Rachel – the younger daughter of his uncle great uncle Laban who deceived Jacob into marrying his older daughter Leah....who along with some concubines bore all the older brothers of Joseph....but Joseph was in  many ways who Jacob considered his rightful heir...and the story of the Patriarchs of the nation of Israel is continued through Joseph (at least initially) who helped to rescue the small family from famine and extinction and place them in a fertile place where over four hundred years they would grow into the slave nation that God finally leads into the promised land.

But we are getting ahead of ourselves.

Joseph was a naive and slightly spoilt young man, who was certainly Daddy’s favourite and would often tell tales on his brothers when they were not doing what they should. Jacob didn’t help by having a special coat made....for Joseph, which only served to inflame the jealousy and anger of his brothers. To make matters worse, when he was 17 he had some dreams that showed he was going to rule over his brothers and had no problems with proudly letting them know all about it.
The brothers reject him and later get their own back and although initially wanting to kill him, they throw him in a pit and they send him off with slave traders to be sold in Egypt. I’m sure they laughed at his changed fortunes...before presenting a ripped and blood soaked coat to their father to prove that he must have been killed by a wild animal.

Have you ever done something that you later regretted, and to cover up the sin you had to lie and keep lying.....imagine the grief that they watched their father go through, but not one of them was willing to own up to their sin – on the surface their family was a respectable and well off group, but underneath there was guilt and favouritism, rash choices, envy and deceit. The trouble with sin – it has consequences and the consequences of the various sins underlie the story all the way through.

The bible says sin pays its wages....death...and all of us are slaves to sin.

But Joseph ends up a slave to the captain of the guard...potiphar...and so begins a new chapter in Joseph’s life. Now the young Joseph is “blessed by god in all he does”....but what he does best is administrate....Potiphar hands over the affairs of the household...which goes very well, until Mrs Potiphar wants to hand over her affair to Joseph as well.

Like Joseph’s brothers, until Mrs Potiphar treats Joseph badly – but this time he shows maturity....and humility...and wisely takes the only action open to him that is honouring to God and the good faith of his master...he flees temptation....this is one biblical model when dealing with the temptation to sin – we can either attempt to resist or we can just get out of there. It is a lot harder to resist temptation if we keep putting it front of us.

But Joseph’s righteous act and rejection of Mrs P, has its own set of consequences. Joseph is falsely accused and thrown into prison...but humbly accepts his situation and stays positive trusting that God is in control even when things look bad. 

No sooner is he in prison that the jailer employs him to run the place – because God’s blessing is upon Joseph because Joseph stays faithful to God in spite of his circumstances...and then we begin the episodes with the dreams – firstly the dream of the cup bearer and then the baker...sadly for the baker the dreams come true the way Joseph predicts and the cup bearer is re-instated but does nothing with his promise to tell the king of Joseph’s predicament until a circumstance arises that is beneficial to official...Joseph is summoned to interpret the dreams....his wisdom, humility and foresight impresses the Pharaoh...and next thing you know he is the second most important person in the empire with a job that makes his word law over all Egyptians.

Joseph should be happy with his new situation, but deep down he pines for father and younger brother and the need to deal with the hurt that his rejection had brought. Two years later a situation arises where the process of forgiveness and reconciliation can begin. After two years of famine the brothers (now 22 years later) are forced to come to Egypt to buy food – because only Egypt has the resources stored away to keep them alive.

When Joseph sees his brothers he could have treated them harshly – but he didn’t. He could have revealed himself straight away, but he didn’t. Instead he plays mind games with them – to test them, to see if they are any different. On the first visit to Egypt he discovers they are feeling guilty and are concerned with the judgment of God on them for what they had done to Joseph all those years before...
The brothers don’t want to go back – because Benjamin has to come with them – and they are afraid that their father will never recover if something happens to Benjamin – but they have to when the food runs out...this time Joseph continues to test them – and when he plants the royal cup in Benjamin s bag and Benjamin about to be thrown in prison Joseph sees the changes he been waiting for when Judah (one of the main conspirators in the first part of the story) selflessly volunteers to be a slave in his brothers place.

Can you imagine the shock of the revelation....I am Joseph!! The  terror when they realise that his dream had come true and they were at his mercy...but Joseph extends forgiveness to them before they repent...which is important because without their humbly response in asking for forgiveness they would have been no reconciliation and the blessings that were available to the family would never have been realised.

The brothers had put him in the pit...he had been a slave...a prisoner...he had been faithful to the task that God had given him – he had been faithful in the little things and bigger things were given to him – and through him salvation was brought to his brothers and their families – ensuring the continuation of the covenant promise.
Ultimately the family moves to Egypt and settles in Goshen – and then begins hundreds of years of slavery....sin has its consequences and we are slaves of it (Rom 3:23)...but Jesus sets jus free from sin – when we accept the offer of forgiveness and act upon it – recognising our situation in humility. 

Many people say Joseph is most Godly person in the OT – his story has parallels with Jesus. He was rejected by his brothers – he was wrongly accused and imprisoned...he accepted his lot (his God given purpose) and even though it was not comfortable he did not complain about his circumstances...he was humble...he honoured God in everything...he fulfilled God’s saving plan...he brought forgiveness and reconciliation...

There are a lot of things we can take away from the story of Joseph – trusting in God in spite of the circumstances...honouring God in the little things...humility....he was able to deal with temptation....he didn’t hold grudges...he was free....even when he was a prisoner and a slave...it teaches us that forgiveness is often a process...that requires us to test if the person is trust worthy...it teaches  the consequences and sin and how living with guilt erodes who god desires us to be...it teaches  us the healing power of forgiveness – and honesty and openness...
Like Joseph – Jesus offers salvation – a blessing of forgiveness  that is open to all – but like the OT story – it must acted upon...it desires a response...only then in relationship with God can we truly fulfil the purpose that God has for us all....only then can we too experience the journey from the pit to the palace.
