A few years ago – no matter what you politics or your views on the monarchy – you would have felt that the way things were going – ultimately the question of republicanism would come up again...but it seems that with the royal wedding of Prince William and now princess Catherine – there has been a new enthusiasm for the English royal family – the Canberra Times ran the headline today...Royals for a new age...and it states...”with typical British precision and before a global audience of two billion people, the best thing that has happened to the British Monarchy in a generation revealed itself in elegant fashion last night. Heir to the throne, Prince William, married stunning princess bride, Catherine Middleton, in a clockwork ceremony that injected much-needed charisma into Buckingham Palace, still rebuilding after the death of William’s mother, Diana, the former Princess of Wales.”
Inside it says “perfect couple means a new royal wave will sweep the land”
A quick survey – who watched the royal wedding on TV on Friday night? Who had no idea that there was a royal wedding?

A few years ago, if you would have said that Prince William would be allowed to marry a commoner...you would have said it was hard to believe...but there it was – with an estimated audience of 2 billion people...for all those young girls who dreamed of marrying a handsome prince...for one girl, the dream came true.

I took interest because I wanted to see how similar the wedding was to the weddings that I’ve conducted. Very similar I would say....well maybe not! Apart from the bride walking down the isle – the couple saying wedding vows...exchanging rings...the minister saying a few words...and the signing of the register; everything else was different....actually I’ve had carriages...TV cameras...orchestras (no choirs)...I’ve had trees in church....flower girls and page boys...military uniforms...never had heads of state...king’s and queens...1900 guests...hundreds of thousands of onlookers...and never ever have I been able to do cart wheels down the isle!!

I have had brides faint...brides throw up in bridal cars on the way and have to re-schedule services the next day...I’ve had services on golf course with balls whizzing by...in parks, by rivers...at motels...but mostly in church...and the majority of the people coming for services did not attend church regularly...it’s funny how some people still want a church wedding – as long as the building looks like a church...or want God’s blessing – even if they do not believe – or if they believe in  God, they do not have faith in Jesus Christ.
I was reading an article last night on a Church Leader.com which questioned why the royal couple celebrated a deeply spiritual wedding in a society that is becoming one of the most secular in the world. "Why is it that even in the most secular societies, people turn to places of worship for their rituals?" Matthew Schmalz, professor of religion at the Church of the Holy Cross, explains, "The rituals humans celebrate give a sense of regularity within the flux of ordinary human life. Places of worship constitute a center, a focal point that gives orientation within the vertigo caused by a ceaselessly changing world…..rituals and worship bring “timelessness into time” and allow us to believe that what is begun not only continues but also endures."
Is that why we come to church? To find a focal point…a place of security in an ever changing world…is that why we hang onto our traditions…because they give us someone to believe on and also something to believe in? 
I wonder what sort of headline you would have given for the resurrection events that are described in the New Testament.
Royals for a new age – grabs me…Jesus promises that we are all children of God – heirs of the father and joint heirs with the son – when we receive him as Lord and saviour and believe in Christ...John 1:12...then indeed we get the royal treatment....we get the wedding gift.
But the resurrection of Christ changed everything....the old had passed away...the old order...justice had been served and a whole new era began....those of us who were not insiders...not aristocracy...or in this case the chosen people (Jews)...were adopted into the family...were given invitations to the wedding feast....it’s a new age.... 
Today we read about the events that happened in the week after Jesus resurrection – the disciples were still getting their heads around what was happening...still hiding for fear of persecution from those who had conspired to have Jesus arrested and killed...and then into their midst Jesus enters and says “shalom”’...he says “peace be with you”....

Now, seeing that most of the people who had gathered in the room had let Jesus down pretty badly last Thursday night and Friday...I am sure they would have been expecting some form of rebuke...but Jesus simply says peace....and to emphasise the point he says it again...and after showing them his hands and side...hands that reflected God’s love, mercy & forgiveness...John says Jesus charged those same disciples that had let him down only a few days before with a commission...”as the Father sent me, so I am sending you”...then he breathed the Holy spirit on them...anticipating what would happen 50 days later...at Pentecost...the disciples were given God’s help to carry out the mission in to the world as bearers of God’s good news...
It’s amazing how things can change around – and things that we thought were impossible suddenly become real. But Thomas was absent...poor old Thomas missed out – and because he found it hard to believe in second hand information...he was sceptical to the outlandish claims that were being made by his friends.

So Jesus met him where he was...at that emotionally wounded, sceptical and hard hearted place. One week later, same place, same event...Jesus appears and says “Peace be with you”...if there was one thing that Thomas needed was peace...his life was in turmoil...and Jesus confronted his unbelief and made him look at his hand and side...now what do you see when you see the nailed holes in Jesus hands? Thomas saw Jesus for who he is...and on his knees made the declaration that John’s gospel starts with...Jesus is not just the Messiah – he is God, the word became flesh....and at that moment he believed – and is the first one of the disciples to make that declaration...doubting Thomas – became believing Thomas, when he had real encounter with the living Christ...and establishes the way for those of us who do not see Jesus in person, but have a real encounter with the living Christ to make the same declaration – Jesus is Lord and God...he’s not just some dead prophet – not some legendary character...
He is the living God...who brings peace to our turmoil – whose open arms , bring forgiveness and compassion and allow us to enter into the royal family as daughters and sons of the living God – heirs of the kingdom...with an invitation to the party that beats Will & Kate’s wedding bash any day...believe it or not...it’s your choice.

Jesus commission is to share the good news with others...so that a royal wave will spread across the land...so that they too will believe and in believing will receive the wedding gift...at times like this people stop and connect with church traditions to find their stable place...we’ve got much more than stability in turmoil to offer...let’s not miss our opportunities.
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