What do you do when something unexpected comes along? Do you go along with it....and see where it takes you...or do you try to resist – to keep things the way they are?
Even when I know that I am not doing my best in following Jesus....even when I know that I could be doing more....even when I know that I am trapped in darkness, I still do the things that I know that shouldn’t...sometimes I know that there is still some darkness in my life...
Last weekend I was in Newcastle....I went to the 40th anniversary of the Belmont Uniting Church that I was a member of in the 90’s and was ordained in 2003...they had some items and videos and got me up to do something that I taught them 15 years ago....the funky chicken...it was fun – but when I realise what was happening, I had a choice, I either had to go along with it....and join in...or I could have said no....sometimes I get myself in a situation where I do not want to do something and I get faced with a choice....either  I go with it and push beyond my comfort zone – or withdraw to what I am comfortable with, even when I know I should have done more or done better...
Sometimes I don’t feel confident or I find some situations embarrassing...mostly because of my own self image...what will people think of me? Many of us are more concerned with what others think about us – and base our decisions upon those perceptions. However, is that the way we are meant to live?
The bible clearly shows us to me concerned with what God thinks than what others think... then in Psalm 139 verse 17 “How precious to me are your thoughts...O God”...can you say that...that God’s thoughts are precious to you?
So what does God think? Psalm 139 says before we were formed God for a purpose and that we are fearfully and wonderfully made....God desires to call us his children....to enter into an intimate relationship like that described with the first humans in the beginning....but it is not something that can happen through our own efforts.
In the Old Testament we read the story of the people of Israel and God’s plan of salvation that works its way through sacrifice and the law....but ultimately cannot lead to the type of intimacy that God desires...So John’s gospel starts the way it finishes – with an invitation from God to receive and believe so that we can become children of God – children of light. Chapter 20:31 states...”this is written so that you will believe that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God...and that in believing you may have life”...
So today I’ve been reflecting on receiving and believing...
What can you receive? – a call, a gift, an invitation, an award, a visitor...
John says Jesus....entered into our world...as the second person of the God head – the word...”the logos” through which the world came into existence...this Jesus is eternal and although he became flesh...incarnate...and lived among us...he already existed as a person prior to his entry into our human experience.
But the world that he enters into is not the place that was created in the beginning – it is full of darkness and death...and Jesus is characterised as both light and life...whose very existence is the opposite of the world standard...what an unexpected surprise...
God’s message reminds us that Jesus came for a purpose and the gospel was written to bring about faith that leads to life.
But the invitation to life....the gift of grace...the person of Christ must first be received... tonight we have the opportunity of welcoming an unexpected guest...my nieces fiancé is in town from Perth at a conference and is coming for dinner tonight.
Lydia sent us a text inviting us to have Christ for dinner....at that point we had a choice....the house is a mess...we would have to reorganise our plans....it will mean going out of our way to pick him up...it will cost us for food...there is bound to be awkward moments as we get to know each other – but because we love Lydia...and hope to be at her wedding in January – then the motivation to meet this guest and invite him into our house – to clean up and get ready; is more than the difficulties and costs that must be overcome.
Generally speaking we don’t have the neatest of houses – but if we know that we are having guests we will do a cleanup (or scrape the mess into a room and close the door). We like to put on the appearance that things are neat and ordered all the time – but we know that this is not the case – even though this is what we would like.
When we receive a guest into our house there are times when we don’t want our guests to enter every room – just the living area...maybe the bathroom...and there are times that that is the way we deal with Jesus...we may invite him in – but we withhold access to parts of our lives that we are embarrassed about...feel guilty about....or just don’t to hand over...
John 1 says that the world did not receive Jesus – they did not even give him access to the house...they refused the invitation, they refused the gift...they refused the giver – why? Because they did not believe who he is...
So it is not just enough to receive the gift – you need to act upon the gift and believe in the value of the gift – and allow the gift to change the way that you live. Jesus is the gift – but he is also the giver – Jesus is the word of life and the light...the logos...in him is no darkness at all...he is God incarnate...God in the flesh...and to believe in him has incredible benefits – being known as a child of God...but God wants more than we are offering – the gift comes at a price...everything we’ve got – open access to clean up every room in the house – the good news is that we don’t have to do the cleaning ourselves – we just have give God access and receive the guest and God promises to clean up our act.
What are you going to do with the gift and the guest....can you honestly say that you have received and believed Jesus?


